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Health  Area  Office, 

Castle  Green, 

Launceston* 

September  1951* 

To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 
Rural  District  of  Stratton. 

Mr®  Chairman  and  Councillors  • 

I  ha^e  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
state  of  the  health  and  sanitation  of  the  district  for  the  year  I960* 
Steady  and  sure  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  under 
review  in  the  provision  of  Housing,  Water  supply  and  Sewerage,  and 
more  is  proposed  for  the  future®  For  all  this  the  Council  merits 
the  thanks  of  the  public  it  represents,  particularly  for  its 
earnest  endeavour  to  provide  the  same  high  standard  of  sanitation 
and  housing  for  the  Rural  District  as  a  whole© 

Much  of  the  proposed  work  under  consideration  for  the  future 
may  easily  come  to  grief  on  the  rocks  of  our  present  financial 
stringency  to  the  detriment  of  our  Public  Health®  The  nation  as  a 
whole  must  be  made  to  realise  that  first  things  should  come  first, 
and  that  the  basis  of  a  Welfare  State  is  that  every  family  should  be 
provided  with  an  adequate  home  having  piped  water  and  main  drainage® 
This  can  only  be  achieved  under  our  present  circumstances  by  cutting 
down  expenditure  on  less  essential  items® 

Once  again  I  wish  to  place  on  record  the  complete 
co-operation  I  have  always  received  from  the  Clerk  and  Council 
Staff,  and  in  particular  from  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor 
for  his  great  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  Report© 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L*  RICH 


Medical  Officer  of  Health© 


* 
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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  Rural  District  of 
STRATTON  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December  1950 „ 


SECTION  A 

Social  Conditions  of  Area  end  Statistics 


Summary  of  Vital.  Statistics 


Area  in  acres 
Population 

No.  of  separate  dwellings  occupied 
Rateable  Value 
Product  of  Id.  rate 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  population 

Stillbirths 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  I  year 

Legi timate 

Illegitimate 

Infant  Mortality  rate 

Deaths  of  all  causes 


1950 

1949 

56,285 

56,285 

5,577 
cl  .Cleave 

5,322 

Camp) 

1,605 

1,590 

£24,176 

£23,654. 

£99.  9. 

0 .  £98 .  17  . 

7d, 

Male 

Female 

Total 

38  (50) 

39  (33) 

77  (83) 

6  (1) 

1  (3) 

7  (4) 

15.06  (16.34) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

i  a) 

2  (1) 

3  (2) 

1  (-) 

-  (-) 

1  (-) 

2  (1) 

1  (-) 

3  (1) 

“  (  -  ) 

-  (1) 

~  (1) 

ry 

o 

8.96  (22.98) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

31  (34  ) 

32  (33) 

63  (67) 

11.29  (12.58) 

(Figures 

in  brackets  are 

for  1949) 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 
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The  registered  causes  of  death  were  •« 


Causes  of  death 


Male  Female 


Total 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

pm 

(-) 

mm 

( “ ) 

( - ) 
(-) 

( ~ ) 
(-) 
(-) 
(-) 
(i) 

2  . 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

1 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

pm 

(-) 

4. 

. Diphtheria 

m . 

(-) 

mm 

„  . 

5  . 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

(-) 

mm 

6. 

Meningococal  infections 

mm 

(-) 

u- 

(-) 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

(1) 

1 

(-) 

3 

8. 

Measles 

M 

(--) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(i) 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasite 
diseases 

(-) 

(-) 

mm 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

mm 

(1) 

1 

(-) 

1 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung 
bronchus 

mm 

(1) 

(i) 

(2) 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

mm 

(-) 

mm 

(l) 

a. 

(1) 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

3 

(6)  . 

(3) 

r~7 

O 

(9) 

15. 

Leukaemia,  a leukaemia 

mm 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

16. 

Diabetes 

mm 

(-) 

~ 

(-) 

(-) 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system 

1 

(V) 

1 

(6) 

2 

(13) 

18. 

Coronary  disease $ angina 

rs 

6 

(-) 

4 

<-) 

7 

(-) 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart 
disease 

pmrn 

(-) 

mm 

( - ) 

(-) 

20  o 

Other  heart  disease 

12 

(4) 

8 

(12) 

20 

(16) 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

- 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

1 

(2) 

o  o 

A' 9 

Influenza 

mm 

( “ ) 

1 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

23. 

Pneumonia 

2 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

3 

(2) 

24. 

Bronchitis 

- 

( - ) 

1 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

25. 

Other  diseases  of 

respiratory  system 

(-) 

(1) 

mm 

(1) 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

mm 

(-) 

M 

(-) 

mm 

(-) 

27. 

Gastritis  enteritis  and 
diarrhoea 

1 

(-) 

mm 

( " ) 

1 

(-) 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

(-) 

- 

(2) 

- 

(2) 

29  » 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

- 

( ~ ) 

- 

(-) 

~ 

(-) 

30. 

Pregnancy, chi ldbi r th , abort! on 

mm 

(-) 

1 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

- 

(1) 

mm 

(-) 

(1) 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases 

.  5 

(7) 

9 

(3) 

14 

(10) 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

- 

(1) 

~ 

(-) 

mm 

(1) 

34  * 

All  other  accidents 

1 

(2) 

mm 

( “ ) 

1 

(2) 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

(1) 

mm 

(-) 

1 

(1) 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of 
war 

** 

(-) 

( “ ) 

(-) 

31  (34)  32  (33)  63  (67) 


Figures  in  brackets  for  1949. 
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SECTION  B 


General  Pro  vis  i  on  of  Health 
_ Servi cos  „ 


a  o  LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


outlined  in  previous  reports,  the  free  use  of  the  Public 
Health  Laboratories  are  alwrys  a/ailable  either  at  Exeter  or  Truro. 

In  the  main,  mo."’;  of  the  specimens  from  this  district  are  dealt  with 
at  Exeter,  and  I  should  like  to  trke  the  opportunity  here  of  thanking 
Dr.  B»  Moore,  who  is  in  charge  of  Inis  Laboratory,  for  the  excellence 
of  his  work  and  the  ready  help  ho  always  gives* 

Regular  samples  of  water,  milk  and  ice  cream  are  taken, and 
on  the  whole  the  results  have  been  satisfactory. 

b.  CLINIC  FACILITIES. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics.  A  regular  fortnightly  Infant  Welfare 
Clinic  is  held  at  The  Ca s t le ,  Bude,  and  continues  to  provide  a  much 
valued  service e  Number  of  attendances  during  the  year  1950  was  560. 


It  Is  mainly  in  the  Preventive  aspect  of  medicine  that  we 
concentrate  here  at  the  Clinic©  This  involves  a  good  deal  of  personally 
conducted  Health  Education  to  the  mother  on  how  to  handle  and  bring  up 
her  infant©  There  is  no  immediate  yard  stick  for  measuring  the  value 
of  this  work  or  its  results,  but  from  the  regularity  of  attendance  of 
the  mothers  with  their  babies,  it  is  obvious  that  they  appreciate  an 
opportunity  to  discuss  the  particular  and  general  aspects  of  Good  Health. 
It  should  be  realised  that  when  a  mother  calls  in  a  doctor  to  see  her 
sick  child,  she  is  in  no  condition  at  that  time  to  bo  informed  on  how 
the  trouble  could  have  been  averted.  The  work  at  the  Clinics  supplement 
the  work  of  the  District  Nurses  who  are  the  main  interests  in  this  scheme 
for  Preventive  Medicine.  In  their  daily  work  they  visit  all  homes 
whore  there  are  babies  and  young  children  and  their  timely  advice  and 
help  does  much  to  prevent  serious  illness  developing©  Great  tribute 
is  due  to  them  and  our  district  is  particularly  fortunate  in  having 
Nurses  of  great  abil: 


ty. 


Mothercraft  Training  Clinic.  This  Clinic  has  now  been  going  for 
a  whole  year  and  is  carried  out  fortnightly  at  The  Castle,  Bude. 
Although  the  numbers  attending  are  small,  we  have  had  particularly  good 
results  with  the  cases  handled. 


As  outlined  in  las b  yearfs  report  the  purpose  of  this 
Clinic  is  to  abolish  the  fear  and  ignorance  experienced  by  a  mother 
during  the  trials  of  labour©  We  have  definite  evidence  of  the  mental 
and  physical  relief  which  mothers  derive  from  work  of  this  character 
and  much  credit  is  due  to  the  Nurses  in  charge. 


Eye  Clinic 


Bade 


at  Tiie  Castle, 

Plym  o  u  th .  Thor  o 
suitable  numbers 
that  this  type  of 
time  and  expense, 
transported  to  Plymouth© 


A  regular  Eye  Clinic  for  school  children  is  held 
whore  they  are  seen  by  an  Eye  Specialist  from 
is  no  fixed  date  for  this  Clinic,  as  we  wait  for 
to  accumulate  before  arranging  his  visit.  The  fact 
Clinic  is  held  locally  is  a  considerable  saving  in 
as  otherwise  these  children  would  have  to  be 


Dental  Clinic.  Since  making  my  last  report  we  are  still 
without  a "regular  School  Dentist©  Discussions  are  at  present  in 
progress  with  the  Local  Executive  Council  to  see  whether  the  Dentists 
in  this  Area  could  sot  aside  certain  periods  for  the  treatment  of 
school  children.  If  this  could  be  arranged  those  children  seen  by 
the  School  Medical  Officer  who,  In  his  opinion,  require  urgent  dental 
attention,  would  then  have  some  priority.  The  scheme  would  depend 
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on  the  full  co-operation  of  the  School  Health  Service  with  the  local 
dentists . 

c.  AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  Ambulance  Service  was  heavily  engaged  during  the  year* 

Our  main  Hospital  centres  are  situated  up  to  40/50  miles  from  the  Rural 
District  which  necessitates  a  large  amount  of  travelling*  Much  of  this 
could  be  overcome  if  the  Stratton  Cottage  Hospital  could  be  developed 
to  provide  more  services.  If  adequate  X-Rav  and  Radiotherapy  units 
were  made  available,  a  fair  proportion  of  the  mileage  now  done  would  be 
cut  out  and  this  would  result  not  only  in  financial  saving,  but  .also 
would  be  much  ra~re  convenient  for  the  patients* 

To  give  the  Council'  some  indication  of  the  work  and  mileage 
involved,  the  Budo  Ambulance  during  1950  conveyed  287  patients  a 
distance  of  14,400  miles*  It  should  be  realised  that  not  all  the 
patients  in  our  Area  are  conveyed  by  Budo  Ambulance,  as  often  this  may 
be  out  when  another  case  is  to  be  handled.  For  this  purpose  an  Ambulance 
from  Holsworthy  or  Launceston  may  be  called  upon  to  do  the  journey. 

It  is  not  possible  to  separate  out  precisely  the  individual 
journeys  to  hospital  from  our  District,  but  over  the  whole  Area, which 
includes  Bude,  Stratton,  Launceston  and ' Camelf ord,  the  number ' of 
patients  convoyed  during  the  year  was  1,376,  a  distance  of  65,800  miles, 
or  an  average  of  47  miles  per  patient*  From  these  figures  the  Council 

will  realise  the  great  disadvantage  we  experience  owing  to  our 
remoteness  from  hospital  and  treatment  centres,  and  why  it  Is  recommended 
that  the  local  hospital  should  bo  developed  as  much  as  possible  to  give 
the  public  more  facilities. 

d*  HOSPITAL  CAR  SERVICE.  Much  of  what  has  been  said  about  the 
Ambulance-  Service  applies  to  the  Hospital  Car  Service e  The  Utilocon 
Ambulance  which  is  situated  in  Poundstock  for  convoying  the  sitting 
type  of  case  has  been  a  most  valuable  asset  In  the  district*  In 
addition  to  the  use  of  this  vehicle,  we  also  use  private  cars  to  convoy 
cases  to  hospital  where  this  is  appropriate™ 

The  Poundstock  Utilocon  Ambulance  during  the  year  1950 
conveyed  715  patients,  a  distance  of  24,125  miles,  to  hospital*  Here 
again  private  cars  and  TJtilecons  have  to  be  brought  in  from  other 
stations  to  cope  with  the  work  of  the  whole  district. 

In  order  that  the  Council  may  have  some  idea  of  the  work 
done  for  the  sitting  type  of  case,  the  number  of  patient 3  conveyed 
to  hospital  for  the  whole  area  was  4,687  patients,  a  distance  of 
160,373  miles,  or  an  average  of  34  miles  per  patient*  Here  again, 
if  more  local  facilities  were  provided,  a  groat  saving  in  transport 
could  be  effected* 

e .  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD . 

A  Maternity  Home  is  to  be  provided  for  the  use  of  patients 
in  this  area  at  Old  Tree  House,  Trebursey,  near  Launceston.  It  does 
not  seem  likely,  however,  that  this  Home  will  be  ready  for  occupation 
before  1952. 
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SECTION  C 


Sani tary  Circums tance s . 


1.  (1)  WATER  Marhamohuroh.  An  adequate  and  satisfactory 

supply  is  laid  on  to  "the  village  of  Marhamchurch  from  the 
i  ade/Stratton  Urban  District  Council's  Main  Supply, 

105  houses  have  a  full  main  supply  providing  for  an  estimated 
number  of  365  persons.  Periodic  samples  are  taken  by  the 
Urban  District  Council  from  this  supply  and  the  results  of 
the  analyses  are  satisfactory, 

Widemouth,  Pounds  took.  The  Widemouth  main  water 
supply  is  provided  by  a  private"  Water  Company,  who  purchase 
the  water  in  bulk  from  the  Bude/Stratton  Urban  District  Council. 
A  few  complaints  regarding  the  shortage  of  water  were  received 
from  the  occupants  of  the  houses  on  the  higher  levels  at 
W3 demouth.  These  complaints  were  referred  to  the  Private  Water 
Company  and  the  Urban  District  Council.  Frequent  periodic 

samples  are  taken  by  the  Urban  District  Council  from  this  supply 
and  the  results  are  satisfactory. 

97  houses  are  provided  with  a  full  main  supply 
providing  for  an  estimated  number  of  340  persons.  During  the 
summer  months  the  population  is  considerably  increased  by 
visitors  and  campers,  and  it  is  possible  that  during  the  peak 
month  of  Ac  gust  the  population  of  this  seaside  resort 
approaches  1,000, 

Kilkhampton.  The  water  is  obtained  from  a 
borehole  250  feet  in  depth  situated  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
village,  and  the  quality  of  the  water  is  satisfactory.  Some 
25  Council  houses,  one  private  dwelling,  School  and  Public 
Conveniences  are  provided  with  a  full  main  supply  from  this 
source.  80  dwellinghouses  draw  their  supply  from  standpipes, 
and  a  further  58  houses  continue  to  use  their  own  private 
wells . 


During  the  early  part  of  the  summer  some  anxiety 
was  experienced  as  the  yield  of  the  borehole  with  the  pump  at 
its  present  depth  of  126  feet  belo w  the  ground  surface  was 
barely  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  made  upon  the  scheme. 

The  Council  therefore  decided  to  sink  a  second  borehole  with 
the  following  objectives  in  view*- 

1.  To  augment  the  existing  supply  which  was  already  giving 
cause  for  anxiety  due  to  the  increased  demands  made  upon  it 
by  the  post-war  housing  development  in  this  village, 

2.  To  provide  for  future  housing  development, 

3.  If  the  supply  should  prove  to  be  sufficient,  to  give  the 
whole  of  the  village  a  full  piped  water  supply. 

Grimsoott  and  Hersham,  Laumcells.  Plans  have  been 
prepared  by  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  for  supplying 
Grimsoott  and  Iiersham  with  water  from  the  Bude-Stratton  Urban 
District  Council's  main  supply.  These  plans  have  now  been 
forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

St.  Gennys  No  further  progress  has  been  made 

with  the  contemplated  water  supply  scheme  for  this  Parish 
during  the  year. 
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Week  St,  Mary,  Towards  tho  end  of  the  year  a 
borehole  was  sunk  on  the  directions  of  the  Council  to  a  depth 
of  162 " feet  at  Week  Green,  Week  St.  Mary  with  a  view  to 
supplying  the  village  of  Week  St.  Mary  with  a  main  water 
supply.  A  14  days  continuous  pumping  test  was  subsequently 
carried  out  with  the  following  highly  satisfactory  results •« 

-jfo-’kp  Gallons  per  day 

7th  December  1950  Pump  started  at  1  p.m. 

and  continued  upping 
until  twelve  c< clock 
when  the  pump  stopped 
due  to  electricity  cut. 


Time  1  p.m 

•  to  midnight. 

6800 

8th  December  1950 

Pump  re-started  at  8  a.m. 
Timu  8  a.m.  to  midnight. 

8730 

9  th 

u 

n 

12  midnight 

-  12  midnight 

11800 

10  th 

i? 

it 

w 

7900 

11th 

ii 

it 

it 

7945 

12  th 

it 

it 

ii 

8130 

13  th 

u 

it 

ii 

9600 

14  th 

n 

it 

n 

11060 

15  th 

il 

I! 

ii 

11060 

16th 

II 

II 

u 

12000 

17  th 

If 

II 

ti 

11800 

18  th 

II 

It 

ii 

10200 

19  th 

It 

It 

ii 

10800 

20  th 

II 

II 

it 

10800 

A 

sample 

of  the  water 

was  submitted  to 

the  Publi c 

Analyst  and  he  reported  that  the  water  was  quite  suitable 
for  a  public  supply  but  would  require  treatment  for  the 
removal  of  iron  in  solution  in  this  water. 


Generally  The  remainder  of  the  Council *s  area  is  dependent 
on  wells  and  springs,  and  in  consequence  of  the  very  wet 
summer  which  was  experienced,  very  few  complaints  regarding 
shortage  of  water  were  received. 

Plumbo- solvency.  None  of  the  piped  supplies  in  my  Council fs 
area  have  a  plumbo- solvent  action. 

(2)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE  .  *  .  . 

Morwenstow.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Schemes  are  provided 
in  the  hamlets  of  Shop,  Woodford  and  Woolley. 

During  the  past  year  a  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme 
has  been  provided  for  the  hamlet  of  Gooseham.  The  scheme 
involved  the  laying  of  450  lineal  yards  of  6”  glazed  ware 
3 ewer  and  the  construction  of  Sewage  Disposal  Works  which 
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consisted  of  Settling  Tank,  Filter  Bed,  Sludge  Drying 
bed,  etc o  ° 


kl Ikin-jiipt o a o  The  Ministry's  approval  of  the  proposed 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  at  Kilkharnpton  has  been 
received,  and  the  Council* s  Engineers  have  Deen  instructed  to 
complete  the  working  drawings,  etc.  and  to  obtain  tenders  for 
■'he  carrying  out  of  this  work0 


La  uncoils «,  The  Ministry*  s  appro 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme 
is  stil?.  awaited. 


al  of  the  proposed 

for  the  hamlet  of  Grimscott 


h  1  rha;  Lpi.iurch .  Two  so  borage  and  sewage  disposal  systems  are 
provided  which  cater  for  the  greater  number  of  houses 


,  .  .  A  ,  .  w  -------  -  comprising 

u-iis  village •  An  extension  of  the  existing  sewerage  system  is 
still  required  to  serve  the  houses  situated  opposite  the 
Bullers  Arms  in  order  to  abolish  the  unsatisfactory  sewerage 

f-M-l  +--Po  1  1  r,  -i-  4— V-.  A  n  J-  ~r _  1 _  „  .  _ _  ^ 


outfall  at  this  point*  It  is  hoped  that  it  will 
possible  to  proceed  with  this  extension , 


oon  be 


Je o  1.  ut>  Ma ry»  The  Engineers  *  report  on  the  proposed 

sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  for  the  whole  of  this 
village  is  still  awaited. 


V/hits  tone .  The  hamlet  of  Boot  is  provided  with  a 

sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  system, 

Bangors , _ Pounds  lock .  During  the  past  year  a  sewerage  and 

sewage  disposal  scHeme  for  this  hamlet  has  been  carried  out. 
Wo  complaints  with  regard  to  the  bidemouth  Bay  sewerage 
systems  have  been  received  during  the  year. 


Rivers  and  Streams,  No  complaints  regarding  pollution  have 
been  received  during  the  year. 

Closet  Accommodati on 0 

During  the  year  under  review  21  pail  closets  have  been 
converted  to  water  closets. 

The  distaste  of  the  general  public  to  pail ‘closets  is 
becoming  more  evident  as  each  year  goes  by.  Most  of  the 
farmhouses  have  now  their  own  drainage  system  and  water 
closets  are  provided,  but  there  are  still  a  considerable 
number  of  cottages  In  the  district  which  are  dependent  on 
pail  closets. 

Public  Cleansing. 

There  are  three  recognised  refuse  dumps ' in  the  Council's 
area.  Those  are  at  Woolley,  Morwenstow,  Herdacott  Lane, 
Kilkharnpton  and  at  •oundstock.  With  the  exception  of  the 

two  first  mentioned  Parishes,  the  whole  of  the  refuse  from 
the  Aural  district  is  deposited  at  the  Pounds took  dump. 

Refuse  collection  is  undertaken ' by  the  Council  in  all 
Parishes  as  set  out  hereunder 
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Parish 


Date  of  collection 


Morwens tow 
Ki  lkhampton 

Stibb,  Ki lkhampton. 
La uncoils 
Ma rham church 
Week  fit#  Mary 
Whits  tone 
North  Tamer ton 
S  t •  Dennys 
Jacobs  tow 
Wi  demouth  Bay 
Pounds  took 


Last  Saturday  in  each  month 

Ear*h  Saturday  from  Juno  to  Septembe 
Fortnightly  from  jetobor  to  May0 

Second  Saturday  in  each  month. 

First  Saturday  in  each  month. 

Each  Monday, 

First  Friday  in  each  month „ 

n  t!  t? 

n  u  n 

Last  Thursday  in  each  month. 

First  Tuesday  in  each  month 
Each  Monday, 

First  Monday  in  each  month. 


Public  Conveniences „ 

During  the  year  under  review  Public  Conveniences 
have  been  erected  at  Widemouth  Bay,  Pounds  took  where  they 
were  badly  needed. 

Public  Conveniences  ore  also  provided  in  the  village 
of  Ki lkhampton  and  at  Crackington  Haven,  St*  Dennys. 


Shops  The  shops  in  the  district  are  very  small  and  are 
maintained  in  a  reasonably  satisfactory  manner. 

Camping  Sites. 


Number  of  sites  in  respect  of  which  licences  have 
been  issued  under  Section  EG 9  of  the  Public  Health  Let, 

19  OG,..P.  0.000  Oe.O«*.OO.flO.OOOBOOKOeC©*0«*.OQOOOOaO  9 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  for  all  purposes, , , . o  1320 


New  Private  Water  supplies  provided . . . . .  14 

No.  of  samples  of  water  analysed  . ....  ........  . . °  21 

Satisfactory  15.  Unsatisfactory  6, 

Exis  ting  water  supplies  improved . . . . .  ....... •  4 

Pail  or  Privy  closets  converted  to  water  closets  •  21 

New  drains  laid  to  existing  premises.,,.. . . 

Exis  ting  drains  repaired . . .  1 

Complaints  received, . 31 

Nuisances  abated •...oe..........o.o... .......... ......  ^ 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  inspected. . . .  4 

No.  of  bakehouse  inspections . . . . .  12 

Premises  fumigated, .........  . . . •  24 

No*  of  inspections  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage 

Disposal  Works  . 78 
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Housing  Statis tics 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  1950  21 

By  the  Local  Authority  13 

By  other  persons  3 

qmoke  Abatement  No  action  has  been  necessary. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Fools c  None* 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 0  No  action  has  been  necessary. 


Schoolp 

The  schools  have  been  inspected,  and  the  County 
Council »s  attention  has  again  been  drawn  to  the  need  for 
the  improvement  of  the  sanitary  accommodation  at  the 
Whits  tone  and  North  Tamerton  schools  . 


.. 
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SECTION  D. 


Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year  • 

Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  fox* 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts  ) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

Number  cf  dwellinghouses  (included  under 
sub-head  (1)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head  ) 
found  not  to  bo  in  all  respects  fit  for  human 
habitation 


Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  withou t 
service  of  formal  notice 0  ' 


Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers 
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SECTION  E 

Inspection  omd.  Supervision  of  Food 

(a)  Milk  Supply  There  are  no  !?dis  tributors"  within  the 
meaning  of  'the  Regulations  in  the  Council*  s  area, 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods  There  are  no  slaughter  houses 
in  the  clis  trTcT:  e 

Bakehouses  have  been  inspected  and  are  well  kept.. 

Summary  of  food  condemned  ; 

51  «lbs0  ) 

94  -lbs #  )  Beef 

5  tins  Meat 

27  pkts#  Cheese# 

(c)  Adulters  tion,  e  to o  No  action  required, 

( d )  Chemi c a 1  and  Bacteri o logical  Examination  of  Poods 

No  action  required, 

(e)  Nutrition  No  action  required# 

(f)  Shel3 -fish  No  beds  in  the  district# 
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SECTION  F 


Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  and 
other  Diseases,, 


For  the  purpose  of  comparison,  the  prevalence  of  infectious 
diseases  in  the  adjoining  districts  of  which  I  am  also  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  is  given  • 
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POLIOMYELITIS 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  has  boon  a  fairly  high  incidence 
of  Poliomyelitis  in  the  District*  When  one  considers  the  size  of  our 
population,  it  would  bo  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  we  have  been  very 
heavily  smitten.  There  is  no  doubt  whatsoever  that  more  cases  exist 
than  are  actually  brought  to  our  notice.  These  come  under  the 
heading  of  Non- paralytic  Poliomyelitis  and  may  have  the  symptoms  of  a 
common  cold,  and  are  thus  not  recognised. 

Wo  are  still  ignorant  of  the  precise  method  of  spread  of 
Poliomyelitis  and  consequently  our  methods  of  prevention  are  limited. 
We  still  have  to  rely  on  the  general  principle  of  isolation  of  cases 
and  supervision  of  contacts,  and  advice  on  general  and  personal 
hygiene.  A  great  deal  can  be  done  to  limit  the  spread  of  this 
disease  if  during  the  period  when  cases  are  occurring,  children  and 
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adults  are  warned  not  to  exhaust  themselves  and  avoid  congregating 
together  in  largo  crowds. 


I  should  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  ready  and  willing 
co-operation  I  have  always  had  from  the  Sanitary  staff  in  dealing 
with  the  supervision  of  the  families  and  disinfection  in  the  houses 
where  these  oases  have  occurred.  The  Council  must  realise  that  a 
great  deal  of  anxious  and  heavy  work  is  involved  in  the  follow-up 
of  all  these  cases  of  Infoctirus  Disease,  particularly  in 
Poliomyoli ti s * 


The  incidence  of  other  serious 
fortunately  not  been  heavy© 


Infectious  Disease  has 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION* 

During  the  year  1950  the  number  of  Diphtheria  Immunisations 
and  Vaccinations  in  the  whole  area  were  % 


Authority 

Immunisation, 

Boosters , 

Vaccinations 

Stratton  Rural  District 

61 

53 

29 

Launceston  Borough 

35 

51 

20 

Bude  Stratton  Urban  District 

39 

o 

to 

45 

Camelford  Rural  District 

73 

22 

35 

Launceston  Rural  District 

52 

45 

29 

Once  again  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  no  case  of  Diphtheria 
was  reported  in  this  District© 


TUBERCULOSIS  e 


The  preventive  aspect  of  this  disease  is  now  being  seriously 
tackled.  All  contacts  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  tested  by  means 
of  special  skin  tests,  and  if  suitable,  will  be  protected  against 
Tuberculosis  by  the  use  of  B*G0G, Vaccine ,  This  Vaccine  is  a 
modified  form  of  the  Tuberculosis  germ  which  is  harmless  in  itself, 
but  when  injected  is  capable  of  enabling  any  individual  to  resist 
the  disease. 

The  Council  must  remember  too  that  special  consideration 
must  always  be  given  in  the  question  of  re-housing  whore  a  case  of 
Tuberculosis  occurs  in  a  family.  Inadequate  housing  is 'without  doubt 
one  of  the  most  likely  methods  of  spreading  Tuberculosis, 
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